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Overview  
 

Of the 2.5 million school-aged children in need of lifesaving and life- 
sustaining education, the Education Sector aims to reach 400,000 boys 
and girls in 2015 with Education in Emergency (EiE) support, with 
funding requirement of USD $ 59.5 million. EiE key activities focuses 
on reaching children in need with the provision of temporary learning 
spaces (TLS) (benefitting 180,000), WASH in schools (175,000),         
education supplies (400,000), alongside school feeding (895,000).      
Additionally the sector supports community  mobilisation: to get    
displaced children back into school; increase the number of teachers 
using child-friendly teaching methods and foster the provision of    
psychosocial care and support to vulnerable children.  
 

In the first two quarters of the year, ongoing conflicts in Darfur region 
resulted in new displacements of more than 40,000 primary           
school-aged children. These new arrivals compounded an already dire 
situation with over-crowded classrooms, inadequate school supplies 
and teaching personnel. A similar situation prevails in the conflict    
affected areas of Kordofan and Blue Nile states where local schools 
strive to accommodate new arrivals. The situation is particularly     
critical in localities with high influx of IDPs such as Damazine,         
Roseiris, Kadulgli, Abassia, Rashad and Habila.  
 

Response to date  

To date, the Sector has provided basic emergency assistance to schools 

in IDP camps/gatherings and conflict-affected host communities in 

Darfur, Kordofan and Blue Nile states. Over 112,000 children (56,992 

girls) were assisted with provision of essential teaching, learning and 

recreational material and 79,621 children (40,134 girls) benefited from 

construction and rehabilitation of temporary learning spaces (TLS). 

Due to funding constraints, progress against most key indicators is 

significantly low. School feeding has been the highest funded          

component of the sector so far and has reached nearly 950,000 children 

across Sudan.  

Impact of Armed Conflict on Schooling 

 

Building a better future: A new school in East 

Darfur is giving hope to IDP  

 

In the Spotlight Al Tilal Basic School  

EiE Funding status 

                 59.5 million USD requested  31 % funded 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In total,  31% of the Education Sector needs in  Sudan have 
been funded. Only 9% of this  is for core activities in           
education in emergencies (USD $ 5.4 million). Low financing 
and de-prioritization of education during humanitarian    
response has limited  education sector’s ability to sustain and 
expand education coverage for existing and new IDPs       
caseload . 
 
Over 3 million children (5 –13yrs), predominantly girls,    
remain out of school, mainly from conflict affected areas, 
nomadic communities, and rural areas.  
 
http://www.oosci-mena.org/sudan 

 

http://www.oosci-mena.org/launch-of-school-report-on-

children-in-sudan 

http://www.oosci-mena.org/sudan
http://www.oosci-mena.org/launch-of-school-report-on-children-in-sudan
http://www.oosci-mena.org/launch-of-school-report-on-children-in-sudan
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Impact of Conflict on Schooling 

The multiple conflicts in Sudan continue to have significant     

impact on learning opportunities for children.  Recent preliminary 

findings on the impact of conflict in schooling  over the last three  

years are quite worrying.  Tentative data reveals disruption of 

schooling  for over 72,000 school-aged children in the last school 

year alone (2014 – 2015). Central, East and North Darfur states 

alongside South Kordofan and Blue Nile are amongst the worst 

affected states in terms of school closures. Moreover states with 

the lowest recorded enrolment rates are those affected by conflict, 

such as North and South Darfur. The probability that children 

will be out-of-school in a conflict or emergency affected state is 

higher than that for children in the rest of the country. 

School closure is a major concern as the affected children often 

encounter drop-outs and greater protection risks which can lead 

to recruitment into armed groups, family separation as well as 

abuse and violence. School closures cause serious protection   

concerns and have had a negative impact on school-aged children 

in 41 areas across Sudan.  

More than 70% of schools that are affected by closure due to    

conflict have been closed at some point due to insecure routes to 

access schools, whilst 7% have been closed following the          

displacement of entire villages as a result of conflict. Occupation 

of schools, damage caused by attacks or abandonment due to  

insecurity, has caused the closure of 5% of schools. Conflict    

leading to displacement has caused pupil to teacher ratios to 

reach 1:139 in some emergency affected areas that have received a 

high influx of displaced  children.  This far exceeds the Ministry 

of Education’s standard and the INEE (International Network for 

Education in Emergencies) recommendation of 1:40 and           

undermines the quality of education children are able to receive. 

The vast majority of affected children live in South Kordofan and 

the Jebel Mara region in Darfur, where some 61,000 school-aged 

children have been unable to access schools over the last three 

years, denying them their basic human right to receive primary-

education. 

In East and North Darfur states, school closures have disrupted 

between 20 and 40 school days, including the Basic Education  

Certificate exams earlier this year. In East Darfur 64% of children 

are out of school and in South Darfur 58% of the school-aged pop-

ulation (61% of which were girls) never enrolled. Only 17% of 

school-aged children enrolled in Abu Karinka, East Darfur where 

there was tribal conflict in 2014 and 2015. In Blue Nile more than 

3,204 school-aged children have missed out on their right to edu-

cation due to forced displacements in Bau locality.  

According to  the first ever Sudan OoSC  report jointly released by 

the Ministry of Education and UNICEF, over three million       

children are OoSC; predominantly girls, from nomadic or rural 

communities and conflict-affected areas. Blue Nile, Kassala and 

West  Darfur have the highest percentages of the OoSC ranging 

from 46%. 
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El Neem camp, East Darfur, May 2015  

 By: Alastair Beach 

In Darfur, when the gunmen come to your village, the 
only thing to do is run. Back in 2013, that is exactly what 
Hassan Mohamed Ahmed was forced to do. 

Along with thousands of other internally displaced     
people (IDPs), he took his wife and nine children and 
headed towards El Neem – a camp for IDPs in Ed Daen, 
capital of East Darfur. 

But with the sanctuary of the camp, came the inevitable 
difficulties of building a new life. For his children, the 
transition was equally tough – they had been forced to 
give up one of their fundamental rights: the right to an 
education. 

“The children, were always asking me, ‘when can we go 
to school’,” said Hassan, 50. “All of the IDP children were 
worried about their future. They would see other         
students going to school in the camp and they would start 
crying.” 

For the first six months, little changed. Established 
schools in the camp were unable to take fresh arrivals, 
while new classrooms were not erected due to a belief 
that IDPs might soon be able to return to their villages. 

Building blocks 

Eventually officials in Ed Daen gave permission for a new 
school to be built. An initial building was constructed in 
October 2013 by the new IDPs themselves – funded in 
part by a large donation from Hassan, who says he      
contributed 2,400 Sudanese pounds ($400).  

Called the Bilal Ibn Rabah School, the project provided 
education for both boys and girls in a segregated          
environment. However facilities were basic, and students 
did their learning in temporary shelters covered by plastic 
tarpaulins. 

In December, a UNICEF-supported programme was 

launched to construct eight new, semi-permanent       

classrooms. 

With assistance from the State Ministry of Education,     

construction was eventually completed, allowing the 

school to provide education for more than 1,500 boys and 

girls. 

“This school is very important,” said headmaster Hamouda 

Abu Bakr Abdullah. “It’s important not only for the children, 

but for the community.” 

For Hassan’s family, it has also provided an invaluable 

degree of normality after the trauma of seeing their lives 

destroyed by conflict. 

Four of his nine children attend Bilal Ibn Rabah.  

For their exams, they work towards the same basic         
education certificate as other children in East Darfur’s 
mainstream system. According to teachers at the school, 
more than 95 per cent of the boys and girls who took the 
most recent exams passed.  

Abdel Rahman, aged 16 and the eldest of Hassan’s children 

at the school, now wants to study medicine, according to 

his father.  

Meanwhile his 12-year-old daughter Tawheeda has        

discovered a love for learning the Arabic language, he says, 

and would like to become a teacher. 

 “If you want to eventually become employed, you need to know 

how to write,” said Hassan. “All the teachers at this school, 

they know how to write”. 

“Even on the farm, if you are not educated you will not be 

able to cultivate the land”. 

“This school is extremely important for the community,” he 

added, “because education is the future.” 

Building a better future: A new school in East Darfur is giving hope to IDP communities 

A class of boys at Bilal Ibn Rabah - El Neem camp, East Darfur, May 2015  

Pupils in front of a semi-permanent classroom at their school 

©UNICEF -SDN-2015 - Alastair 

©UNICEF -SDN-2015 - Alastair 

The education of the child shall be directed to the preparation of 

the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of    

understanding tolerance, dialogue, mutual respect and friendship 

among all peoples ethnic, tribal and religious groups. 
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 In the Spotlight: Al Tilal Basic School  in Umm Badda ,  Sudan  

FMoE|Almassar|AORD|CRS|DRC|FPDO|GAH|GFO|IRW|LAO|MHI|NCA|NIDAA|PBA|PLAN|SCS|TEARFUND|TGH|UMCOR|UNICEF| 
|UNOPS|UPO|WHOD|WFP|WVI| 

Sector Partners 

Humanitarian Response Sudan - Education 

www.sudan.humanitarianresponse.info/sectors/education 
 

Global Education Cluster 

www.educationcluster.net 
 

Inter-Agency Network - Education in Emergencies 

www.ineesite.org/en 
 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Out-of-School  

http://www.oosci-mena.org 

Sector Leads 
 

Ministry of Education (Government Lead) 

Abdalla Abugisaisa |abugisaisaabdalla@gmail.com 
 

United Nations Children’s Fund (Lead Agency) 

Jumma Khan | jkhan@unicef.org 
 

Education Sector Information Manager 

Amina Akasha | aakasha@unicef.org 

Key Contacts        Links 

The chart reflects the number of children reached out of the HRP 2015 targeted children (preschool aged, primary school aged, and        

adolescents) supported to access protective learning spaces, to improve the quality of education and strengthen the response capacity of 

education actors. 

Accumulative Education Sector Achievements vis-à-vis HRP Targets – August 2015   

 

Umbada ,  Sudan August.2015 

Al Telal basic School in Umm Badda 

Jabarona  area was one of the flood affected 

schools in 2014. The school experienced  

severe overcrowding issues and was unable 

to provide seating for its estimated 1,591 

girls and boys.  

The school condition was revealed by a 

local teacher from Umm Badda to HAI 

(Humanitarian Appeal International)     

Organization team, one of the education 

sector partners  

After visiting the makeshift school built of 

local materials (mud and wood), the team 

made haste and wrote a proposal to the 

HAI headquarters in the UAE for project      

funding. Within two weeks funding was 

approved for the construction of two new 

permanent classrooms to replace the      

temporary facilities with the provision of 

desks and chairs for four classrooms.  

The HAI office in Sudan along with the  

assistance of the school administration, 

local MoE, and School Parents Committee      

succeeded in implementing the project in a 

timely manner, benefitting 846 students. 

The success of this project demonstrates 

that efficient humanitarian response      

effectively improves learning conditions 

and ensures students’ right to education.  Al Telal basic School in 2014 –Omdurman—Sudan 

©HAI -SDN-2015 

©HAI -SDN-2014 

The new classrooms in Al Telal basic School in 2015 

http://www.sudan.humanitarianresponse.info/sectors/education
http://www.educationcluster.net
http://www.ineesite.org/en
mailto:teirab55@gmail.com
mailto:jkhan@unicef.org
mailto:aakasha@unicef.org

